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Rev. Jane’s Corner
1
Cat-Sitting, Coffee Shops, and Chautauqua

This July, I have the good fortune of going away twice—and both trips feel like gifts.

The first is a week in Boston, staying in a friend's apartment while she's on vacation. My official duties include
looking after her cat, which I take seriously. My unofficial duties include walking, sitting in coffee shops, and doing
the kind of fiction writing that requires long stretches of uninterrupted time and a good latte. Writing has always
been, for me, an energizing practice—a way of paying attention to the world and finding meaning in it. I'm looking

forward to the silence and the city in equal measure.

The second trip comes at the end of July: a week at the Chautauqua Institute in New York, supported by a clergy
renewal grant. Chautauqua has been gathering people for learning, worship, conversation, and the arts for more than
150 years. The theme for my week is "Art and Artists Against the Odds"—which feels, frankly, like a theme for
most of human life. I plan to attend lectures and worship, sit by the lake, and do some dreaming about future

programs and classes we might offer here at the church.

Summer has a different tempo. I'm leaning into it.

I'll return in August with new ideas, a rested spirit, and plenty to share. Thank you, as always, for being a
congregation that understands that a pastor who keeps learning is a better pastor. That means a lot.

Rev. Jane and Jill’s Vacation Dates

Jill will be away beginning July 3rd and returning on July 13th. Rev. Jane will be
covering the office during this time. Rev. Jane will be away July 13-18 and
July 23-August 3, please contact the office with any pastoral care emergencies.

Keep the Mission $trong This Summer

As summer arrives, many of us look forward to vacations, family time,
and a slightly slower pace. While routines may change, the ministry and
mission of the Plantsville Congregational Church continue all season
long.

Even during the summer months, the church depends on the faithful
support of its members to sustain worship, outreach, and community
programs. Your regular contributions ensure that we can continue to
serve, care, and grow together—no matter the time of year.

If you’re traveling or simply away from church more often, there’s an
easy way to stay consistent with your giving. Breeze provides a simple,
secure way to make contributions online. You can give anytime,
anywhere, and even set up recurring donations for added convenience.
You can set up your automatic donations with one simple click:

Give to Plantsville Congregational United Church of Christ

By continuing your support throughout the summer, you help keep our
church strong and thriving for everyone.

Thank you for your generosity and commitment to our shared ministry!
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Cozy Corner Chats

I am interested in learning Why You Love
Plantsville UCC. Whether you have been
coming for 30+ years or 1 month, come
and join me on one of the dates below
between 11:30 am and 2:00 pm. This will
be a time with approximately 10-15 other
people. Bring something to share -
whether an appetizer, dessert, or a full
entree. Please sign up by contacting the
office, as just you and not a group. Dates
available: July 11th, July 18th, July
25th.

Taneta


https://plantsvilleucc.breezechms.com/give/online

Celebrating All Young at Heart!

What a great time everyone had at the Summer Kick Off party on June 7th! The Amazing Andy was entertaining for
all—the smiles and laughter was a plenty! It was a great way to celebrate the youth of our church who have been
growing by number all year thanks to our wonderful Sunday School Program! Thank you to the Christian Ed Board
for sponsoring the event and providing yummy ice cream and treats!
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Summer Sunday $chool

We're excited to continue the fun all summer long in Sunday School!
All children are welcome—including those visiting during the summer!
Here's a look at what's planned:

July 5 — Soccer & Jackpot Games August 2 — Candy Land Chaos
THE

July 12 — Chalk the Walk August 9 — Minute to Win It! * - AMAZING 14\ , ;
July 19 — Slime Time August 16 — Egg Drop Challenge o

July 26 — Splish Splash Water®  Aygust 23 — Relay Race Rally *
Day *
Y August 30 — Fan Favorites Day *

* Water play day! Children should wear clothes that can get wet and
bring a towel.
Activities are subject to change based on weather and other factors.



Thimble Islands Trip

_——————
On June 26th we set sail on The Sea Mist to explore the
lovely and impressive Thimble Islands in Branford. The
weather was perfect, the seas were calm, and the smiles
were plenty! We love that these outings help form
connections and create meaningful memories for all!

This island is for sale at the bargain of
30 million! Our group collection was
just a little short! Ha!




Happy Summer from your Christian Action Board!

Hallie will begin compiling your answers to the Congregational Survey as of June 30th. The members of the C. A.
Board will then meet to discuss. We will let the Congregation know the results shortly after that. We want to thank
everyone who participated in this survey as it gives all of us an idea of what is important to our Congregation.

Throughout the summer months, we will continue collecting canned fruit, snack cups, etc. for Southington
Community Services' fruit shelf. This is most important now as many children are home from school for the
summer and parents need help to feed them. Thank you for your continued generosity.

LOOKING FORWARD......

On September 26th, there will be a TOUCH-A-TRUCK Event along with the FOOD DRIVE for Southington
Community Services. On September 27th, we will continue the FOOD DRIVE (formerly FILL-A-TRUCK).
Thank you to all who continue to support this important mission for our community.

Have a wonderful and safe summer!

~Your Christian Action Board

Memorial Garden Fence Refresh

The Memorial Garden Committee would like to thank
Wayne Jewett for his work on cleaning and painting
the Memorial Garden fence. It looks beautiful! The
Memorial Garden Committee would like to encourage
people to visit the garden and look at the newly
cleaned and painted fence.

Summer Lunch Program Collection

All throughout the summer months, we will again be collecting items to help support the Bread for Life summer lunch
program for children in our community.

We will be collecting the following items: Juice boxes, individually wrapped snacks (crackers, granola bars etc.),
fruit snacks, individual applesauce/fruit cups, brown lunch bags and Ziplock sandwich bags.

The individuals from The Friends Room have volunteered to then assemble the brown bags with the items collected.
As of this newsletter two batches of over 150 bags have been delivered! Once delivered to Bread for Life, a sandwich/
main course is added to complete the lunch to be distributed to kids in our community. Thank you for your support of
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The Friends Room working hard at lunch bag assembly.



Deacons Update
]
Cool to Care: Be a Good Neighbor This Summer

It’s cool to care for others during hot summer days!
Being a true neighbor means fostering safety,
connection, and well-being right here in your own
town.

During dangerous summer heat waves, our most
vulnerable populations need our protection. When we
turn our attention to service, our own worries
diminish, and your joy will substantially increase!

Ways to Help: Check on a neighbor. Older people, in
particular, are vulnerable during hot summer months.
People on fixed incomes may be reluctant to use air
conditioning. Stop by and invite them over to your air
-conditioned house or to an air-conditioned movie for
a few hours to cool down.

Direct vulnerable residents to designated cooling
centers, where they can access air conditioning.

Suggest that you drive a friend or neighbor around on
errands. Enjoy the air conditioning in the car, and
offer companionship — the best gift of all!

Mail carriers, trash collectors, and delivery drivers
work tirelessly in the heat and often go unnoticed.
Surprise them on their routes with a handwritten
thank-you note, popsicles, or a cooler packed with ice
and bottled water.

Don’t forget our feathered friends! Put water and bird
feed out for birds. Water plants for friends and
neighbors while they are on vacation.

While you’re out there helping others, don’t forget to
help yourself to a glass of water! Staying hydrated

keeps your body temperature regulated and gives you
the energy you need for all your summer plans. Drink

up!

The Board of Deacons would like to wish everyone
a happy and safe summer.

Party and Event Space!

Graduation parties, baby showers, birthday
parties, OH MY! All are possibilities in our
lovely Fellowship Hall. Need a space to rent or
know someone who does? Reach out to the
church office to check availability!

Trustees Update

[ ———————
Here is the latest from the Trustees:

We have started the garage roof replacement.
Special thanks to our volunteer crew for their
time and effort: Don DeGrace, Brody Battaglia,
Dave Cayer, and Paul Cayer. Our volunteers have
saved us a lot of money on this project.

Thank you, Dan Camilleri, Trustees chairman




