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A Message from Rev. Jane

Dear Friends,

If you are like me, you are watching what’s unfolding around ICE activity in Minneapolis with disbelief and horror.
Reports this week describe intensified enforcement, public protests, and deep fear in immigrant communities—and
now the violence has escalated to murder. It’s hard to even believe this is America.

So how do we respond in a way that stays true to the gospel?

First: we tell the truth. Fear is real. Harm is real. And our faith does not require us to minimize suffering in order
to be “spiritual.” Jesus never asked people to pretend they were fine.

Second: we get practical. If you want to help, don’t start with rage—start with readiness. Let’s figure out what our
church will do if immigration enforcement appears on or near our property, who speaks, who documents, and who
calls legal support. The UCC has clear guidance for churches preparing for immigration enforcement. Our
conference has compiled church-facing resources as well.

Third: we accompany, not just comment. Support immigrant neighbors with concrete care: rides, childcare,
grocery cards, help connecting to trusted legal aid, and pastoral presence. Community rapid-response networks in
Minneapolis have shown how much quiet, coordinated support matters.

Fourth: we protect our own mental health. You are allowed to set boundaries with the news. Choose one or two
reliable updates a day. Pray with your body: breathe, walk, eat, sleep. Do one tangible act of love—then stop. That
isn’t apathy; it’s sustainability.

If you are afraid, if your family is at risk, or if you want to help wisely, please reach out to me. No one has to carry
this alone.

Blessings,

Rev. Jane

Christmas Fair Dollars at Work

Plantsville Congregational Church’s annual
Christmas Fair isn’t just a beloved holiday
tradition—it’s also a meaningful way the
church turns seasonal cheer into practical
support for neighbors in need. This year, the
fair committee presented a gift of $1800 to
Southington Community Services,
continuing the church’s long-standing
practice of giving a significant portion of fair
proceeds to the town department that helps
residents with essentials like food support,
energy assistance, and connections to local
and state resources.

Janet Mellon, Director of Southington
Community Services, was on hand to receive
the check from Karen Forster, Chair of the
Christmas Fair.




Pancakes, Music, Fun!
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PANCAKLES, MUSIC, FUN

TUESDAY,
A FEBRUARY 17, 2026 };

5:30PM FREE PANCAKE DINNER N/ /

6:00PM CONCERT

ENTERTAINMENT BY DR YA YA'S
MARDI GRAS PARTY.

RECEIVE YOUR ASHES AT THE END OF
THE EVENING FROM REV.JANE

PLEASE SIGN UP IN FELLOWSHIP HALL
OR RSVP TO
CHURCHOFFICE@PLANTSVILLEUCC.ORG OR
BY PHONE 860 628 5595
FUNDED BY THE CHRISTOPHER KOENIG
MEMORIAL FUND




LENTEN DINNERS *
2026 :

Saturday February 28th
6 pm

Chicken Francese, garden salad, roasted
potatoes, sauteed green beans, dinner rolls,
assorted desserts

Sunday March 15'" after
worship 11:15am

Pulled pork w/slider rolls, cole slaw, baked
beans, corn bread, assorted desserts

Saturday March 28th
6 pm

Penne Pasta w/meatballs, garden salad,
sauteed vegetable medley, dinner rolls,
~assorted desserts

Sponsored by the Deacons

*RSVP by Tuesday February 24th. Signup by
Scanning the QR or using the link below!

Cllck HERE to RSVP for any or all three dinners! Sign up also available in Fellowshlp Hall


https://plantsvilleucc.breezechms.com/form/d2debe75

Chritian Action Updates  Jl  Fruitsheit

Happy February from your Christian Action Board! We
have some exciting events planned for this chilly month!

Rehearsals will be starting for our Spring Mystery
Theater Show & Dinner in early February. We can't wait
to start working on our shenanigans again this

year! Show dates are: May 1, 2 and 3.

On February 8th, our youth and Sunday School students
will bang the pots & plans at the end of our service for
SOUPER Bowl Sunday!! Please bring in cans of soup or
monetary donations and fill those pots up! All proceeds
will go to Bread For Life. Thank you for warming up the
tummies of those who are less fortunate.

Our usual Christian Action Board meeting will not be the
first Tuesday of the month, February 3rd. INSTEAD, it
will be the second Tuesday of the month, February 10th.

On February 22nd, we will be having our famous
Comfort Food Sale. With all the snow and cold weather

we've had, who wouldn't enjoy some comfort food?? It
will be like a food tag sale - something for everyone!
We did not have our Fall Comfort Food Sale this year in

order to give the congregation a
little break. Now we're

back and asking for your support
once again. All proceeds will go
to a good cause.

Thank you all who continue to donate to Southington
Community Service's fruit shelf. It is such a blessing to
be able to keep this shelf stocked throughout the

year. Many thank-you's go out to the entire congregation.
We hope that everyone will have a safe and warm
February.

Blessings from your Christian Action Board

Souper Bowl of Caring

Sunday February 8th
will be "Souper" Bowl
Sunday. The children and
youth will be collecting
donations of cans of soup
and monetary donations
after worship to support Bread for Life.

Our fruit shelf at Southington Community Services
continues to be emptied almost daily. Thank you to
everyone who has contributed to this and keep
those fruit cans rolling on in!!

Our church’s donations supply the fruit shelf for
Southington Community Services. Please
remember your items to support this ongoing
mission. Items like applesauce and fruit cups are

greatly appreciated. .
S o
Prom Shop

Our Church is again happy to host Southington
Community Service’s Prom Shop in the lower level of
our church. The shop is for any Southington high
schooler in need of a prom dress, suit or accessories
and is available at no cost. The congregation is invited
to view the shop during an open
house after worship on February
15th. The shop will be open
from 10am to 2pm on February
14th-17th and again on Febru-
ary 21st. We hope you can view
the shop on the 15th, it’s truly a
remarkable endeavor we are
happy to be a part of here at
PCC!

Memorial Garden Brick Sale

The Memorial Garden Committee will be having a
brick sale beginning March 1st and ending May 3 Ist.
Bricks may be purchased for $50.00 each. There can
be engraving up to 3 lines with 16 characters per line
including spaces. The bricks are sent out for engraving
and will be placed in the walkway in the Memorial
Garden. A Memorial Garden Committee member will
be available after church between those dates with
forms to fill out and to answer questions.
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PCC 160th Annual Meeting Sunday, February 1st

Dear Friends at Plantsville Congregational Church,

I’d like to personally invite you to our upcoming Annual Meeting on Sunday, February 1st, an
important and meaningful moment in the life of our church. This gathering is a chance for us to
come together as a congregation to reflect on the year behind us, give thanks for all that God has
done among us, and look ahead—together—to the year to come.

At our annual meeting, we will hear reports from our leaders, boards and committees, sharing the joys, challenges,
and ministries that shaped our life as a church this past year. We will review our finances, consider and vote on the
budget for the coming year, and tend to other important matters that help guide the work and mission of Plantsville
Congregational Church. There will also be time for questions and conversation, because your voice matters in the
shared life of this community.

While there are practical decisions to be made, this meeting is about more than business. It is an expression of our
shared stewardship and our commitment to one another. By gathering, listening, and participating, we live out our
belief that the church belongs to all of us—and that together we seek God’s guidance for a faithful and hopeful fu-
ture.

I hope you will join us for this important time in the life of our church.

With gratitude, The Annual Meeting is a hybrid meeting, to access remotely, click HERE

Rev. Jane

Barnes Museum Presentation

We hope you can join us for the next Barnes

Museum Event hosted at PCC: The Heart of
Learning: Schools and Libraries in W
Southington & Plantsville ¢

Tuesday, February 4th at 7pm in the The Heart of Learning: Schools and Libraries in

Sanctuary. Registration not required! Free Southmgton & Plantsvd_[e
with $10 suggested donation.

Education has long been central to
community life in Southington and 3
Plantsville. This program explores how early
schools, libraries, and churches worked ;
collaboratively to foster learning, personal
development, and civic responsibility. A

Southington Public Library and Lewis
Academy, which served not only as
educational institutions but also as a

powerful symbol of the interconnected gy Wednesday, February 4™ at 7:00pm

relationships between industry, faith, and Plantsville Congregational United Church of Christ
109 Church Street, Plantsville, CT 06479

community. Notably, several founders of the
Plantsville Congregational Church played Join us at the Plantsville Congregational Church for a presentation cxplonng
key roles in establishing and supporting the the role of education in early Southington ’ng

Academy, underscoring a shared No Registration Required!

commitment to both intellectual

advancement and spiritual life.



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83977651218?pwd=RFFGeDZrWnNDblUwbWRtelhBT280dz09

Trustees Update

Thank you to Mark Case for his continued
monitoring of our heat system and programs for the
thermostats. We appreciate his diligence which helps
us heat our building as efficiently as possible.

Thank you to Shea Electric for donating new LED
light bulbs for the lights in Fellowship Hall and
Hallways. These bulbs are more energy efficient and
will assist with electric costs. We so appreciate the
generous donation!

Thank you
Chairman Board of Trustees

Dan Camilleri

A Friendly Reminder

As a shared space, we kindly ask everyone to help
keep our church safe and energy-efficient. If you
are the last to leave after a meeting or activity,
please remember to turn off all lights and ensure the
doors are securely locked. Thank you for your help
in caring for our church home!

Contribution Statements

Giving statements have been emailed to all who have
an email address on file with the church. All others
have been sent via regular mail. If you have not
received your statement or have any questions on your
statement, please reach out to our Financial Secretary
Lori Gensler.

Monday Movers!

It’s always a great time to join the MONDAY
MOVERS! We meet on Mondays at

8:30 in the parking lot and take a walk &
on the trail. It's a great way to start the N 2
week. Grab your sneakers and join us! sms® .

Christian Education

Learning, Serving, Growing: Christian Education
for Kids

Christian Education for kids at Plantsville
Congregational Church is lively, welcoming, and
genuinely fun—full of curious questions, hands-on
learning, and the kind of energy that reminds you
faith is meant to be lived, not just talked about.

This year we’re especially excited for Souper Bowl
Sunday, when our kids will be collecting both money
and cans of soup to support Bread for Life—a perfect
example of learning that turns into loving action.
Week to week, they’re following a thoughtfully
chosen curriculum that’s paired with the lectionary
and connected to Rev. Jane’s sermons, so what they
explore in class echoes what they’re hearing in
worship. Our program is strong, engaging, and
growing—and we honestly can’t wait to see what the
kids do next.

Scholarship Application Available

The Scholarship Committee is now accepting
applications for both the Julie Fortin Scholarship and
for the Plantsville Congregational UCC Continuing
Education Scholarships.

The Julie Fortin Scholarship is awarded to one high
school senior each year who will be majoring in an
arts or science program. This year’s award will be
$1000 and will go to a high school senior who is a
Plantsville Congregational UCC member or to a high
school senior from Southington who is not a member
of Plantsville Congregational UCC.

The Plantsville Congregational UCC Continuing
Education Scholarships are available to any
Plantsville Congregational UCC member continuing
their education. This year, approximately $1400 will
be available to award to suitable applicants.

Applications for these scholarships
are available in the church office.
Applications will be accepted
through March 31, 2026.




